South West Open 2005 Passnotes
When and where is it?
Saturday and Sunday, 30 and 31 July at Blundells School in Tiverton, Devon.

So why bother with this one, then? July’s a bit hot for fives, isn’t it?

True, but then the South West Open is the season’s only summer tournament, and its Devonian setting makes it especially pleasant – off the court. It is also the first tournament of the new season, so best to get going early this year! Fives legend Wayne Enstone has been running the tournament very successfully for over two decades and it is one of the most popular in the calendar.
What’s notable about the competition?
Both the singles and doubles competitions are played up to and including the semi-finals on the Saturday, making it one of the hardest single days of fives in the season for those who progress. Wayne, of legendary fitness himself and the best player of all-time by a clear margin, views the limp state of the players come late Saturday as particularly amusing (though he denies it).
Any good for spectators?

Surprisingly, it’s actually quite nice for spectators – the grounds of the school are very pleasant to wander through and sit in if the weather is good. Wayne also lays on a seemingly endless supply of sandwiches. Tiverton has quite a few cake shops as well.
Likely to be any surprises on-court?

There are lots of up-and-coming players breaking through at the moment, so watch out for Ed Fuller, James Bristow and Marcus Bate, to name but three. They have to enter first, though, in order to make an impact.

Where can I stay?

Exeter University Accommodation - phone 01392 263 550. Apparently they have plenty of rooms available in Exeter at very reasonable rates...
Former star player Dave Parlby is now down in Devon managing The Ring Of Bells Inn. Check in with him on 01647 440375 or via the website, www.ringofbellsinn.com.

The Fisherman’s Cot in Bickleigh (01884 855237) has a lovely river setting halfway between Tiverton and Exeter.

Also suggested is The Butterleigh Inn, Butterleigh, Cullompton – about five miles from the courts and basically comprising a pub and some accommodation.
Otherwise you could try the Three Tuns Inn, Silverton. They have 4/5 good letting rooms at the rear, do good food and are a short walk to the better pub in Silverton (The Lamb Inn) which unfortunately does not have any rooms to offer. 

And the tournament’s magic moments?
Just about anything involving Tim Lewis, on- or off-court.

How do I enter?
Speak to Wayne, but be timely – best to enter by mid July at the latest. His details are: Wayne Enstone, 20 Truro Drive, Sale, Cheshire, M33 5DF; telephone: 0161 962 7075. Singles entry costs £10 for members of the association, £13 for everyone else. Doubles will set you back the same amount per person.
