London Open Pass notes

Q
Go on – convince me.

Well, it’s always nice to come to the capital, and Barnes, in South West London where St. Paul’s School is located, is very nice. The St. Paul’s courts (six of them, no less) are indoor and therefore dry at all times, albeit very hot. There is even a gallery for spectators to throng in.

Q
Hmm. Anything else?

This is one of the newer tournaments on the schedule but has become increasingly popular over the years. The competition alternates each year between Alleyn’s (outdoor courts with a Cliff ball) and St. Paul’s (indoor with a G6). And the Bridge Tavern at the top of Castelnau (a few minutes’ walk from the courts) has been refurbished – it is now a gastropub, whatever that is.

Q
How do I get there?

Road and rail share a problem – they are both coming into London, one of the world’s most congested cities. If you pick the motorway, that will inevitably be ‘roadworks’ weekend, and, if you go by train, especially from Manchester, it’ll take two and a half hours on Friday night and about seven on Sunday evening when you’re knackered after the doubles.

But don’t let that put you off. It is a fun tournament.

Q
Where should I stay if I am coming from outside London?

With a friend. London is getting more and more expensive and hotels have yet to offer a Rugby Fives rate. If you really have no mates with a spare room in Europe’s largest city, you could always try Barnes B&B (www.barnesbandb.co.uk) or the similarly named B&B in Barnes (www.bandbinbarnes.com). We have no experience of either, but at least they are fairly close to the courts. 

Q
What should I go and see when I am in town?

You could go and stare at the wasteland which will soon (let’s hope within seven years, anyway) be the Olympic Village in the hell that is currently outer Hackney. But don’t do it at night. Or alone. 

If you don’t fancy the East End, the West End apparently has some nice shops, or you could go up in the London Eye and see if you can spot Neil Roberts in Yorkshire (if he isn’t at the competition). Nearer the venue itself, there are some pleasant walks and pubs along the Thames, and you’re only a few minutes’ drive from Richmond Park.

Q
So who’ll win?

Well, Hamish Buchanan won down in Exeter in July and is the reigning champion here. Ed Fuller demonstrated at the SW how much he is improving with his victory over Phil Bishop, whilst James Toop might be joining this season’s fray and is always a danger.

In the doubles, Hamish will no doubt be joined by Robin the Rocket Perry so, if nothing else, the ball will be traveling at pace. Scratch Mancunian pairing of Minta and Beswick can be expected to hit it back just as hard.

Q
Who do I send my entry to?

The remarkably efficient Marcus Bate, who has returned from his honeymoon just in time to organise the event. [CONTACT AND ENTRY FEE DETAILS]
