Q
OK. It’s getting darker, colder and wetter. Why should I go and spend a weekend in the countryside?


The West of England Open has always been one of the best attended tournaments and Sherborne, its home for the last four years, is a lovely market town in Dorset. Or it is until fives players arrive.

Q
Who’s going to prosper?

Hamish Buchanan has won both singles and doubles competitions so far this season, so must be worth watching out for. Phil Bishop usually finds a good length on these courts and James Toop has reached the last two finals. In the doubles, national champions Buchanan and Nelmes – assuming they reform their partnership from last year - will no doubt set the pace (literally!).

Q
What are the courts like?

Short – in fact about two feet shorter than the standard size of a St Paul’s court. That makes it all pretty quick and fast. And players with local knowledge always choose the court with the door in the right-hand corner – and then watch the rest of us flounder.

Q
Anything to do apart from fives?

Visit Sherborne Castle if it’s open or the fantastic medieval abbey. There’s often a food market on Saturday’s – many a fives career has been halted by the temptation of a game pie before the quarter-finals. Go to Oliver’s on the high street to have a lot of cake. Several pubs of note too, including the Britannia, the Digby Tap… Oh, and go to the fish and chip shop which has a bar upstairs.

Q
How do I find out more?

For details contact long-time organiser Peter Dunscombe, who will not suffer late entries gladly.

Q
Where do I stay?

Three suggestions: The Antelope – recently refurbished. From £55 a night with ensuite, 01935 812077. The Half Moon – again quite smart – from £59 with en suite, 01935 812017. The Britannia – scruffy but cheap, around £25, shared bath, 01935 813300.

