
The word ‘Fives’ was first used to

describe English handball in the

17th Century. 

Some say that the name derives

from the five fingers of the hand… 

...others find it significant that the

scores were kept in tallies of five

points… 

...and there is an unlikely theory

that early Fives involved teams of

five players.

In the middle of the 19th Century, the informal

handball and bat games played by school-

boys began to be officially recognised in the

construction of specialised courts at a number

of Public Schools.

There were no standard dimensions of a Fives

court, but those at two of the most famous

establishments - Rugby School with four walls

and no hazards, and Eton College with three

walls, a buttress and a step - came to be

regarded as archetypes, and were widely

imitated by other schools. The very simplicity

of the Rugby court, and the fact that it lent

itself to both singles and doubles, made it the

more popular choice.

When the Rugby Fives Association was

founded in the 1920s, it established court

dimensions and rules and, together with the

Jesters Club, started national competitions

for adults and schoolboys, which led to a

boom in the 1930s. After the war, and into

the 60s, the game again saw a strong revival,

with a huge increase in the number of school

and club matches, regional championships

and tournaments.

The history of Rugby Fives... Today there are approximately 35 schools and 30 clubs

actively playing Rugby Fives, with almost all courts

at schools or universities, and each season, the RFA

organises over 40 nation-wide competitions. 

Traditionally a male pursuit, Rugby Fives is now played by both boys
and girls at schools such as Oundle, Marlborough, Blundell’s and
Alleyn’s as well as at Durham University.

Rugby School lost its last Fives Courts in 1989. We do hope

that in 2009, 20 years on, we will see the return of Rugby

Fives to the school which gave this wonderful game its name.

We are very grateful to our early Fives supporters

The unbeaten

Fives team of

1968. 

For more information regarding donations 
and tax efficient giving please contact:

Kerry Wilson, Development Director
Rugby School, Lawrence Sheriff Street, Rugby CV22 5EH

Telephone: +44 (0)1788 556139
Email:  development@rugbyschool.net
Website:  http://community.rugbyschool.net

Rugby School Charity Registration No: 528752

Help us 

bring  

Rugby Fives

back

to Rugby

Peter Berners-Price St 56 - 61
Martin Berthoud Sh 44 - 49
Michael Cleaver St 62 - 68
Andrew Cowie M 63 - 68
Hugh Evans T 76 - 81
John Evans Hm K 73 - 81
Sue Evans C 79 - 81
Fiona Hughes-D'Aeth D 80 - 82
Jonathan Hughes-D'Aeth Hm M 90 - 95
John Inglis Hm C 69 - 83
Rustom Irani T 75 - 80

Ian Jackson B 76 - 80
Adrian Ridgwick W 64 - 69
David Skinner K 55 - 60
Paddy Skinner K 55 - 60
James Stott M 67- 71
Hew Strachan K 63 - 67
Tony Tiffin Hm S 82 - 92
David Urquhart K 65 - 70
Dick Warner W 64 - 69
Alastair Mackenzie RFA 
David Barnes RFA

Early Fives was played against the walls

around School House

The Butterfield courts at Rugby School

J. M.Harland     R.C.O.SkinnerM.J.Cleaver     T.A.Cowie 

We already have 50 donations mainly in response to the appeal of Dick

Warner’s Crick run.



A great game...
'Rugby introduced me to Fives, a game which continued to give me
pleasure, recreation and exercise until late middle age. That is one of its
attractions - it is not just a young man's game. I have played it with
those much more youthful (including my offspring of both sexes) and
much more skillful than me, without the one-sidedness that can pre-
vail in certain ball games. Its rallies are more sustained than in squash;
its physical demands are greater as it is less possible simply to
dominate from the centre of the court; and the masochistic impact
on the hands is grossly exaggerated!'

Hew Strachan (K 63-67)  

‘I very much enjoyed playing Fives at Rugby, and was always proud
that it had started there and carried Rugby's name. It is a wonderful
game and also extremely good exercise. It has been sad that boys and
girls at the School over the past 20 years have been denied a similar
introduction to the game. Now, subject to the goodwill of Rugbeians
and others associated with the game of Rugby Fives, there is a real
chance to put that right, and I applaud it wholeheartedly.’

Tom King (Sh 47-51)  

‘Rugby Fives is a wonderful court game, which offers all young people,
both boys and girls, the opportunity to develop skill and endurance on a
simple court. I still play it  fairly regularly and enjoy the exercise, the
competition, and the atmosphere. It is a brilliant game for all sorts and
shapes of players, especially those who may not be stars in the major
school sports. Rugby Fives is named after the School which now,
tragically, has no courts. Tonbridge has seven courts, and Oundle, where
the cadre of able young players is burgeoning, has just rebuilt four
courts - we must now make this happen for Rugby!’

Dick Warner (W 64-69) 

Rugbeians have been presented with a
great opportunity to reintroduce the
game of ‘Rugby Fives’ to the School.
For those of us who enjoyed so many
invigorating moments on the Fives
Courts, long since part of the admit-
tedly very impressive Design and Tech-
nology Centre, this is an opportunity
we must not miss.

The School, fully supported by the Governing
Body, has agreed to set aside an area adjoin-
ing the Sports Centre which will enable us to
build two courts, supported by the excellent
facilities of the Centre itself.

There are many Old Rugbeians who have
mourned the passing of a long-standing
School tradition. Now is the time to reinstate
that tradition, which will enable Rugbeians of
future generations to enjoy the game as
much as we did.

All we need now is money - £200,000
to be precise! Please will you help us to
raise this sum and become a ‘Rugby
Fiver’?

While all donations are important, we are
particularly asking Rugbeians who would
like to join in this venture to contribute in
one of the following ways…

Donations and pledges may benefit from
Gift Aid, and in fact, with contributions
that have already been promised, the sum
we are actually seeking is nearer £120,000.
That really is achievable, but we have to do
so within the next six months, so your
early response to this appeal would be very
much appreciated.

The two new Rugby Fives courts will be
built onto the front end of the School
Sports Centre. There will be spectator
galleries for both courts, and the glass
atrium effect of the entrance stairwell
will also give fine views over the
Caldecott’s sports area. 

The proximity to the Sports Centre means
that players will have the use of changing
rooms, the cafe for refreshments and safe
storage of equipment right next door!

Positioning the new Fives courts alongside
the existing Squash courts will create a
specific ‘court games’ area which we hope will
help to introduce both games to new boys
and girls in their early years at the School.

A great opportunity... A great solution...

● By becoming a ‘Patron’ through

a one-off donation of £55,555

● By becoming a ‘Lead Sponsor’ 

through a one-off donation of

£5,555

● By becoming a ‘Sponsor’ through

a one-off donation of £555

● By becoming a ‘Player’ through

pledging £55 monthly for up to

6 months

Become a 
‘Rugby Fiver’

“Since I came to the School nearly

seven years ago, I have often been

‘encouraged’ to take steps to return

the game of Rugby Fives to Rugby!

I am delighted that we are now in a

position to do so. 

The School will support the build

programme by providing all planning

and project management services

through our Estates Department.

We will take on the ongoing mainte-

nance of the courts, and already

have a member of staff who will

promote and coach boys and girls in

the art of playing, and enjoying, the

game of Rugby Fives in the future. 

Thank you for your support.”

Patrick Derham Head Master
View from Caldecott’s



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [595.275 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


