
THE RUGBY FIVES ASSOCIATION
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the 85th Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held on Thursday 8th September 2011at 6.30 pm 
at the offices of Ashursts, Broadwalk House, 5 Appold Street, London EC2A 2DA

A G E N D A 

1.
Apologies for absence

2.
Minutes of the 84th Annual General Meeting of the Rugby Fives Association held on Wednesday, 16th June 2010 

3.
Any matters arising

4.
General Secretary’s report - enclosed

5.
Presentation of the Accounts as at 31st July 2011 – audited accounts enclosed 

6.
Election of President and Deputy President – see attached Resolution 1 and 2

7.
Election of Board members - see attached Resolution 3 

8.
Election of Hon Auditor and Hon Archivist – see attached Resolutions 4 and 5

9.
Any Other Business

Ian Fuller

General Secretary

August 2011

Notes

1.
Any member wishing to add any item to the Agenda must contact the General Secretary in writing by 28th August 2011
2.
A member entitled to attend and vote at the meeting is also entitled to appoint one or more proxies to attend and, on a poll, vote instead of him/her. The proxy need not be a member of the company.

3.
To be effective, the instrument appointing a proxy and any authority under which it is executed must be deposited at the registered office of the company not less than 48 hours before the time for holding the meeting.

4.
Copies of the Minutes of last year’s AGM will be available at the meeting or on request from the General Secretary.

Registered office: The Rugby Fives Association, 32 Ashbourne Grove, London SE22 8RL

Company number: 4837244

THE RUGBY FIVES ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 8th SEPTEMBER 2011

RESOLUTION 1 (Agenda item 6)

It is proposed that R.Warner be appointed President of the Association in succession to F.Akerman who has completed his two-year term in office. 

RESOLUTION 2 (Agenda item 6)

It is proposed that J.Schroeter be appointed as Deputy President in succession to R.Warner.

RESOLUTION 3 (Agenda item 7)
It is proposed that the following co-opted Board members are appointed as Directors in accordance with the Company’s articles of association:

C. Brooks, K. Henry, P. King, S. Kirby, Ms A Steel, D Tristao

RESOLUTION 4 (Agenda Item 8)

It is proposed that F W P de Winton be re-elected as Hon. Auditor.

RESOLUTION 5 (Agenda Item 8)

It is proposed that D. Barnes be re-elected as Hon. Archivist.

THE RUGBY FIVES ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

AGENDA ITEM 4 – GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 2010-11

In my own mind, this – my last report as General Secretary – is perhaps something of an end of an era, but the beauty of the situation is that I know the Rugby Fives Association will continue – and continue in better health than before. 

This last year (well, 15 months, but when have journalists let facts get in the way of a good story?) is a perfect example of why I think the game and the Association are in such good health. 

Since I last sat down to pen a report for an AGM, I can report on huge progress: new courts at Rugby as well as refurbished ones at Oswestry, Blundell’s and Alleyn’s; charitable status for the Association; and a fine crop of young players coming into the adult game. 

For me – and, I suspect, many others, not least the incoming President – the highlight of the last year must have been the opening of the new courts at Rugby School. To have the game resurrected at its spiritual home means a huge amount not just to all of us within the RFA but also to those from all over the world whose generosity allowed the courts to be built in the first place. 

The unbridled joy on the faces of the guests at the celebration dinner will live with me for many years, and I’m particularly delighted that the school has wasted no time in winning its first titles in its new era. It’s a sure sign that times have changed, given that the two championship winners were girls – something that was probably unimaginable when Rugby last had courts. 

In the last 12 months, I’ve also been delighted to play on the refurbished courts at Blundell’s, Alleyn’s and Oswestry, and it’s the same story at each venue. Dedication from a few keen souls – plus occasional donations from RFA members – has led to greater enjoyment of the game among existing and new players. 

As these new eras start, though, it’s only fair to mark the ends of some eras – and mark them with great gratitude. For me, Peter Dunscombe and David Goodwin have become synonymous with the events they have so skilfully run – the West of England and National Schools’ Championships, respectively – so it was almost a shock to see them end their 30-year-plus associations with them. Still, everyone has to move on, and they move on with our profound thanks ringing in their ears. 

Mind you, it’s typical of the game and the people within it that there has been no trouble recruiting willing volunteers to take on these daunting mantles. 

As ever, I make no apology for repeating myself. Rugby Fives succeeds thanks to the efforts of so many people and I must thank all the many and various people who so selflessly give of their time to further our beloved game: the organisers who smoothly run such successful events and send me reports so quickly for the website; all those who contribute words and pictures to all our various publications; all our match managers and, well, everyone. We – and every player of the game - are profoundly grateful.

All of which brings me to one genuine moment of sadness, as this was the year we lost one of the game’s greatest friends, Ian Roberts. There is a full tribute to Ian in the Annual Review, to which I can add nothing of great moment, but all I will say is that it was a pleasure and a privilege to work alongside Ian in the RFA. His capacity for work – and work of the highest quality – was a lesson and an inspiration to me, and his efforts in securing charitable status for the RFA will have benefits for the game and its players far into the future. 

Ian was a great character on- and off-court, and it was touching to see so many of his fellow players and board members at his funeral in February. It was particularly fitting that among the bearers were Ian's three team-mates from the White Rose Club, who together won the National Club Championship in 1991.
I hope David Barnes will excuse me for quoting him, but his words say more – and say it more eloquently – than I can hope to. “Ian's untimely death is a great loss to the [Rugby Fives] Association after all his devoted work on the Review, Charitable Status, Incorporation and so on – not to mention the Yorkshire Doubles, White Rose Club and many other Fives matters. The RFA will not be able to replace such a man.”
Indeed, it says all you need to know about Ian that it has effectively taken two of us to assume just his RFA responsibilities. I have taken on the role of Editor of the Annual Review as part of my new responsibilities as Communications Officer, while the ongoing work with the Charities Commission now falls within the remit of Ian Fuller, the new General Secretary. 

I have enjoyed the challenge and many rewards of being Gen Sec, and the sadness at leaving the role is tempered by the sure knowledge that Ian will do a superb job – not least because I know how good a job he did as my predecessor. 

I remain on the RFA board, and I am delighted to report that we have had a very productive year. Two important sub-committees have recently concluded their work – one under David Gardner revised the rules of our beloved game, and a second under David Barnes looked at ways to improve the National Schools’ Championship. And, as they finish, a third, chaired by National Doubles champion Hamish Buchanan, is starting to look at how we can improve the adult game. 

Beyond that, we continue our work as part of the Fives Federation, and it’s work I hope will reap great rewards for our game in the future. Some of you may bridle at the thought of co-operation with ‘the other’ Fives, but I can assure you that they share our aims. 

We want to see a growth of this great game – or perhaps I should say these great games, for (and forgive me!) I will confess to an occasional masochistic enjoyment of Eton Fives. By working together – and with our colleagues in England Handball, who have achieved such success in such a short period of time – I believe we can work more effectively; and that is something that I – and, I hope, all of you – very much look forward to. 

Andy Pringle

August 2011

RFA CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT

This has been a transitional year for the Club in my first year in charge. Ed Hatton has been assisting me during the year and we have decided that in the future he will be responsible for schools matches and I will cover club and university ties.

We have revamped the fixture list, amalgamating some ties, sadly losing one or two where opposition no longer exist and introducing five or six new matches. Some of these are in the far flung extremes of the fives playing world, well, Derby. At least 12 new match managers have been signed up; hopefully they will inject some vitality into the schedule.

On to this years results; there were 18 wins, 9 losses and 3 draws. One noticeable trend in the victorious matches was an ability to overturn a deficit in either the singles matches or, if singles had been omitted, the first round of doubles. This is surely down to the experience and stamina of the seasoned Club player, indeed one veteran was overheard explaining to a Durham university player that ‘it was no good winning his singles against a top 5 ranked player by 11-9, if he and his partner then went on to loose their final doubles game 15-1 and thereby the match’. It was reported that the aforementioned Durham player was a little peeved to be given this summation of his efforts for the day.
Possibly the stand out victory against the Club was achieved by the Old Whitgiftians; where despite the valiant efforts of the Club side, which included Rory James Duff playing his first game of fives for three years, the home side scored their first win in this fixture for as long as this correspondent can remember. 
On to the three draws, the first of which occurred at the Stawson memorial match, where Dick Warner marvelously orchestrated two 7 a-side teams from the St. Paul’s balcony. There was singles, doubles, more singles, games to 15 and 11, nobody new whose side they were on, partners changed and, incredibly, it ended up a draw. The second was against the Old Bradfieldians, 73-73, and the third was the final game of the season against the Alleyn Old Boys which ended 100-100.        

Many thanks to Gareth Price for organising another splendid Presidents Cup and to all at Merchant Taylors who helped run the day. Congratulations to Clive Butler and John Minta for winning the Cup, with John achieving the rare feat of successfully defending the title.

A final thank you to all the opposition teams for their flexibility and excellent hospitality. I hope next year will be more successful in terms of matches played and at least as successful with regard to enjoyable fives and good beer.

If there are any clubs or schools without a match and would like one, please contact Hamish Buchanan or Ed Hatton to arrange one.    
Hamish Buchanan

August 2011

THE RUGBY FIVES ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - SEPTEMBER 2011

 Financial Report

Regular readers of my financial reports will recall that over the years it has been hard to submit accounts reflecting the true position of our finances because of delays in funds being sent through and/or expenses being outstanding. This was mainly due to the fact that March and April are very busy months in our season with a high proportion of events being held immediately prior to the financial year end. For these reasons the Board decided to change the year end to the 31st July by which time these outstanding issues will have been settled. So for this year I will be reporting on a 15 month accounting period.

It is pleasing to report that the losses of previous years have been reversed and that we can report a small profit of £753.

On the income side subscriptions have held up well and it is good to see the small increases in clubs and schools figures. A highly profitable National Schools championships helped competitions to return to profit and a sponsor for the Winchester doubles was a most welcome development. Sales of ties at the dinner were very successful and helped to offset the ‘loss’ on the dinner itself.

On the expenditure side, printing costs are down as we received two amounts from the EFA for the production of the Newsletter having not received any last year. Postage/stationery and website expenses are down whilst this year it was decided to hold a reception at the Schools championships for masters, parents and competitors.

The 100 Club has contributed towards the cost of coaching at Edinburgh Academy and the Board will be looking at ways of increasing the membership of the Club so that such grants can be continued and expanded.

Overall, the Board is content with the position shown and recommends the accounts for approval by the meeting.

Ian Fuller

General Secretary

August 2011


